








ORATE FRATRES 


A Review Devoted to the Liturgical Apostolate 





VOL. Il OCTOBER 28, 1928 NO. 13 

















“THE KING AND ALL HIS CAVALCADE” 
THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 


MONG the teachings of our faith, to which the dying 
Church year directs our attention, the Communion 
of Saints has gained enormously in the liturgy by 
the establishment of the feast of Jesus Christ, the 
King. This festival crowns and completes a cycle 
of feasts that illustrate every phase of this doctrine, so consoling 
and so ennobling. As our Redemption, and the founding of a 
sacramental Church, are portrayed in the Easter and Pentecost 
festivals, and the mysteries of our Lord’s humanity find their 
tenderest expression in the festivals of Christmastide, so our mys- 
tical union with Christ is brought before the mind in the festi- 
vals of Christ’s Kingship, All Saints, All Souls’ Day, and the 
Dedication of the Basilica of our Saviour (November 9). Daily 
here in the Church’s prayers we glimpse the “holy city, the heav- 
enly Jerusalem, as a bride adorned for her husband’’; we see “‘the 
nations walk in the light of it’’; daily we feel 
. the tumultuous thrill 
Of armies in triumph passing in review 
Down leagues of angels on God’s holy Hill. 

October 28: Saints Simon and Jude. As bright-liveried 
heralds for the coming King and His legions, ride the Apostles 
Simon and Jude. The Office commences: ‘“The King of the 
Apostles, let us hasten to adore Him.’’ At the sight of the glory 
these one-time fishermen have attained, the Church exclaims twice 
during the Mass, and at Sext and None und Vespers of the Office: 
“Exceedingly honorable Thy friends are made, O God: their 
Principality is exceedingly strengthened.’’ That we ourselves have 
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close part and fellowship with the saints, the Little Chapter of 
the Office teaches in a three-fold repetition: ‘‘Brethren, now ye 
are no more strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens 
with the saints and domestics of God, built upon the foundations 
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner-stone.”’ [he Epistle of the Mass makes us hear Paul dis- 
course upon the unity and diversity of Christ’s members and their 
several functions “‘‘unto the building up of the body of Christ, 
till we attain to... the full knowledge of the Son of God, to 
the perfect man, to the full measure of the stature of Christ’. 
Even my littleness is part of the full stature of Christ! 

October 31: The Kingship of Christ. Then comes the King. 
Christ the King, the image of the unseen God, first-born before 
every creature, Christ in whom we are buried in baptism, through 
whom we have access unto grace, by whom we are made adopted 
sons of the living God and stand in the hope of glory, Jesus 
Christ yesterday, today and the same forever. The Invitatory 
of the Office is: ““Jesus Christ, the King of Kings: let us hasten 
to adore Him.”’ 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was sacrificed to receive power 
and riches and wisdom and might and honor. To Him be the 
glory and the might forever and ever!’’ we cry with St. John in 
the Introit. In the ringing Epistle we listen to Paul explain 
Christ’s place as head of all creation, and head of the body, the 
Church. It is through the blood of His cross that we are “‘fitted 
for our portion of the inheritance of the saints in light.’’ We 
acknowledge at the Gospel reading that Christ’s kingdom is not 
of this world. We join the angel voices in the Preface to hymn 
‘the eternal Priest and King of All, who as a spotless and peac- 
able Victim paid the sacred purchase-price of mankind's redemp- 
tion, and subjected all things to Himself’’. “Thus could He deliver 
unto God’s Majesty an everlasting and world-wide kingdom of 
truth and life and holiness and grace of which we ourselves are 
a part. Hail the King of Kings, of whose kingdom there shall 
be no end! 

November 1: All Saints. ‘‘The King with all His caval- 
cade is riding into town!"’ In the wake of Christ come His legion- 
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aries, Lady Mary and the Saints. Originally a feast to com- 
memorate the dedication of the Roman Pantheon to Mary and 
the Martyrs, this festival now celebrates, as the Invitatory tells 
us, ‘the Lord and King of Kings, who is the Crown of all the 
Saints’. The Epistle is a portion of John’s apocalyptical vision 
of the signing by the angels of the servants of God from all 
nations and tribes and peoples and tongues, a great multitude 
whom no man could number! The Gospel is the Jacob’s-ladder 
of the Beatitudes. ‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the Kingdom of heaven.’’ Blessed are the meek, the peace-makers, 
the clean of heart. From what unearthly elements is the kingdom 
of Christ built up! 


Comes Lady Mary and St. Joseph, John the Baptist, Peter 
of the keys, the great-hearted Paul, and all the Apostles. Come 
the Patriarchs and Prophets, comes the purple band of martyrs, 
Christ's heroes and soldiers from all the ranks of men. Each 
year there are marchers newly-admitted to the train. What of 
the Mexican children who died singing ‘‘Viva Cristo Rey!’’ What 
of the Chinese missionaries who were found faithful unto death! 
Each year, too, there are marchers whose names have won fresh 
distinction through their beatification or canonization by Christ's 
Vicar on earth. Let us glance at the two hundred seventy victims 
of the French Revolution so recently beatified! 


All Souls’ Day. But now, whence comes that sound as 
of many waters, piteous voices that well up through the Holy 
City? They are the cries of the King’s followers, who have left 
the earth, but are not yet ransomed from the prison-rooms of 
purgatory. 


“Unto Thee I have lifted up mine eyes: O Thou that dwel- 
lest in the heavens. 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice: with my voice I made 
supplication unto the Lord. 

In His sight I pour out my prayer: and before Him I declare 
my trouble. 

I cried unto Thee, O Lord, and said: Thou art my hope, 
my portion in the land of the living. 

The sharp arrows of the mighty: with coals of desolation. 
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Woe is me that my abode is prolonged. I have dwelt with 
the inhabitants of Cedar: my soul has long been a 


sojourner. 

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name: 

the just wait for me, until Thou reward me.”’ 

The King pauses. His troopers lift suppliant arms to.Him. 
They know it is the day of days for the distribution of largesses. 
The prison-bonds will fall from many a soul today. 

The Church, too, knows it is the day of days for ransom- 
ing unto eternal rest the souls of the myriad thousands that have 
marched before us. Three times today every priest will hold 
aloft between earth and heaven the infinite merits of Christ's 
passion, the Sacrifice of the Lamb. In her public Office, in pro- 
cessions, the blessing of graves, and private prayer, the Church 
spends herself in petitions, that, as the Martyrology has it, “‘all 
who still groan in Purgatory, may join as soon as possible the 
inhabitants of the heavenly city’’. 

The Epistle of the first Mass is a fragment of the fifteenth 
chapter of First Corinthians, where our final resurrection is ex- 
plained by comparison with its great proto-type, the resurrection 
of Christ, firstfruits of them that sleep. ‘‘For the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall rise incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible (body) must needs put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal (body) immortality. And when this 
mortal (body) shall have put on immortality, then shall come 
to pass the word which is written: 

Death is swallowed up in victory! 

O Death, where is thy victory? 

O Death, where is thy sting?’’ 
Even in our natural sorrow we are not like those who have 
no hope. The Invitatory today is: ‘Come, let us adore the King, 
to whom all things live.’’ After the hour of None the Office of 
All Saints is resumed. 

Within the Octave of All Saints. The entire week keeps 
before us the great pageant of the saints. The Mass, the Lauds, 
the Vespers commemorate them daily. Hence it is eminently in 
keeping with the spirit of the Church if we allow our meditations 
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THE KING’S CAVALCADE 


this week to be a prolonged rejoicing in Christ, who is wonder- 
ful in His saints. 


How it delights one to recall the early successors of Peter, 
the popes of the catacombs and the arena, Linus and Cletus and 
Clement, Callistus and Cornelius and Stephen, to name but a 
few. Men who filled the world with the glory of their witness 
unto Christ were Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp of Smyrna, Se- 
bastian and Lawrence of Rome. Christ was surely wonderful 
in such martyrs as Domitilla, ‘‘of Caesar’s household’ (niece of 
the Emperors Titus and Domitian) , Felicity and Perpetua, Cecelia, 
Barbara, Agatha, Agnes and Dorothy. If they are of Christ, so 
too am I: “Is Christ divided?’ 

What a troop is this of the Church of the’ Fathers: Athana- 
sius and Basil and Chrysostom, Cyril of Jerusalem, John of Da- 
mascus, Ephrem, Deacon of Edessa, all glories of the Eastern 
Church. Side by side with them file down the angel avenues of 
heaven Ambrose and Augustine and Jerome, Gregory the Great, 
the Bede we call Venerable, and Pope Leo the First. They are 
mighty members of Christ, but still for the perfection of His 
mystical body, I too am indispensable. 

On and on they come, the great heralds of the Good Tid- 
ings, Patrick, who won an Isle of Saints for Christ, Cyril and 
Methody, apostles of Bohemia and Poland, Augustine of Canter- 
bury, Kolumkill of Iona, Boniface of Germany, Hermenigild of 
Spain. St. Hilarion heads the confessors of the East, St. Martin 
of Tours, who clothed Christ with half his cloak, those of the 
Vest. Yet my sonship of adoption is the self-same as theirs. 

“IT John saw the Heavenly City . . . and the kings of the 
earth shall bring their glory and honor into it.’’ Carrying their 
crowns and scepters before the King of Kings come Henry, the 
Emperor, Stephen of Hungary, Edward of England, Canute the 
Great of Denmark, Louis IX of France, Wenceslaus of Poland, 
Margaret of Scotland, Elizabeth of Portugal, Elizabeth of Hun- 
gary, and Hedwig of Silesia. But the same Christ has raised 
me up to set me with the princes, with the princes of His people. 


“We are the children of saints,’’ as Tobias tells us, ‘“‘and 
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look to that life which God will give to those that never change 
their faith from Him,’ as were Anthony the Great and Paul, 
the first Hermit. We too are called from darkness into the king- 
dom of God’s beloved Son, as in their day were Benedict of 
Nursia, the poor Francis of Assisi, and Dominic, the Hammer of 
Heretics. We have the same mystic bond with Christ as Bernard, 
or Bonaventure, or Thomas of Aquinas. We are baptized with 
the same baptism as were Philip of Neri, Francis of Sales, or 
Charles Borromeo. We have the same faith and hope and charity 
that strengthened the silver-armored Joan of Arc. We have the 
same great love as Scholastica, or Clare, or Gertrude, as Theresa, 
Siena’s Catharine, or Frances de Chantal. We have the honey- 
flowing Name of Jesus upon our hearts and on our shields, in 
which Loyola, Xavier and Canisius gloriously triumphed. We 
have the same sweet refuge in the Heart of Christ as Margaret 
Mary, the irresistible power of petition of Theresa of the Infant 
Jesus. So “‘be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye just. And glory, 
all ye right of heart. Let the just exult in the sight of God. 
And be delighted with gladness’’ (Responsory, Sext, None). “‘Oh, 
how glorious is the kingdom where all the saints rejoice with 
Christ: clothed in white robes, they follow the Lamb witherso- 
ever He goeth’’ (Antiphon at Magnificat). 

November 9: Dedication of the Basilica of Our Saviour. 
The procession passes at last. But before we turn back to the 
workaday cares of life, the Church would have us look again 
and yet again at the Heavenly City. In celebrating the dedication 
of our Saviour’s Basilica, the Pope’s cathedral, the mother and 
mistress of all the churches, it is rather the tabernacle not made 
with hands that we behold. ‘‘How lovely are Thy Tabernacles, 
© Lord of hosts! My soul longeth and fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord” (Introit). The Epistle is again St. John’s descrip 
tion of the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven. ‘The 
Mass reminds us, at the Postcommunion, of St. Peter’s saying 
that we are the living and chosen stones from which is builded 
an eternal habitation for the divine Majesty. The same thoughts 
run through the Vesper hymn of the Office, one of the gems of 
the liturgy: 
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Jerusalem, thou city blest! 

Dear vision of celestial rest! 
Which far above the starry sky, 
Piled with living stones on high, 
Art, as a bride, encircled bright, 
With million angel forms of light. 


Thy gates a pearly lustre pour: 

Thy gates are open evermore: 

And thither evermore draw nigh 

All who for Christ have dared to die, 
Or, smit with love of their dear Lord, 
Have pains endured and joys abhorr’d. 


Type of the Church which here we see, 
Oh, what a task hath builded thee! 

Long did the chisels ring around! 

Long did the mallets’ blows resound! 
Long work’d the head, and toiled the hand! 
Ere stood thy stones, as now they stand! 


What a soul-possessing doctrine is this fellowship with the 


saints in heaven, in purgatory and on earth. I am part of Christ. 
as is every baptized man. It is His fight I wage. He himself 


and a million million men win with me or feel a loss at my 
defeats! One last prayer as the vision fades away. ‘The lines 
are from Fr. Daly: 


White troopers on the height, 
Our lowland trail 

Gropes through the winds and the night! 
Spectres assail! 

White troopers in the Light, 

We fight your ancient fight, 
Help us prevail! 


GERALD ELLARD, S. J. 
Munich, Germany. 





THE SPIRIT OF WORSHIP 


ICH with these adornments, the cleansed people hasten 
to the altar of Christ, saying: And I will go unto 
the altar of God, to God who giveth joy to my 
youth (De Mysteriis, 8, 43). 

Saint Ambrose (d. 397) is describing the pro- 
cession of the newly baptized on Easter eve, from the consigna- 
torium, where the Bishop had just confirmed them, to their place 
in the church before the altar of sacrifice. There they would 
be permitted for the first time to assist at the eucharistic consecra 
tion and then come to the holy place to receive in sacramental 
Communion the Body and the Blood of the Lord.’ The saint 
seems to have in mind the words of Saint Paul about the 
Christian’s duty to ‘“‘live soberly, and justly, and piously in 
this world, looking for the coming of our great God and Saviour. 
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and might cleanse to Himself a people accept 
able, intent upon good works’ (Tit. 2, 11). 





It must touch the heart of any believer to recall that solemn 
scene. At the close of the long vigil of instruction and prayer, 
those who had been in spiritual training for many weeks, were 
led to the Font. There with the impressive rites still used in our 
baptismal form, they were baptized into union with Jesus cruci- 
fied, in the Name of the triune God. ‘Thus purified and hallowed. 
they were brought to where the Bishop was. waiting to seal them 
with the signet of the divine Spirit, and bestow upon them the 
sevenfold gift of Confirmation. Then, in devout procession, in 
the dim light of the Easter dawn, these newborn children of God, 
strengthened for the struggle of life, wended their way, clothed 
in white robes and bearing lighted candles, to attain the supreme 
privilege of the life divine—union with Christ and His 
Church in the Offertory, the Consecration, and the Communion 


1 From certain words of St. Ambrose in the prologue to his comment on 
Ps. 118, it might appear that in Milan (for a time, at least) the newly baptized 
were not permitted to make an offering at Mass until the octave of Easter, Do- 
minica in Albis, but contemporary and earlier documents show that elsewhere 
they were privileged to do so from the very beginning of their supernatural life. 
Even in Milan, they assisted and communicated like the rest of the faithful. 
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of holy Mass. “‘Rich with these adornments (sacramental graces), 
the cleansed people hasten to the altar of Christ, saying: And 
] will go to the altar of God, to God who giveth joy to my youth.” 

So is it, too, with us of the present day. It may be long 
since the day of our Baptism and that also of our Confirmation, 
but the sacred Name and the sign of the Cross that hallowed us 
still tell in a symbolic way of the sacraments by which God has 
made us fit to take our part worthily in the offering of the Mass. 
And like our brethren of more than 1500 years ago, we follow 
the call of the Lord to the Altar with the words they sang as 
they entered into the heritage that was theirs and is ours, the 
same psalm serving ever the same holy purpose. Why? Let us 
study the sacred text and see. 

Psalm 42 is rightly considered the complement, if not the 
very conclusion of the psalm preceding it in the divine collection 
of sacred song. In these two psalms the inspired poet tells of 
his consuming desire for union with God, a longing for which 
he can find only one satisfaction upon earth—participation in 
the public, solemn worship of God in the liturgy of the Temple 
on Mount Sion, God's only house of prayer and sacrifice. No 
wonder is it that the Church, through Pius X, should see in 
“active participation in the most holy Mysteries and in the solemn, 
public prayer of the Church, the primary and indispensable source 
of the true Christian spirit’. It is the mind of the Lord Him- 
self: ‘“As the hart longs for the water-course,’’ He made the psalm- 
ist sing, ‘so longs my soul for Thee, O God. My soul thirsts 
for the mighty living God. When shall I come and stand before 
the face of God? I have thought of this and wept with all my 
heart—how I used to go in procession to the House of God, with 
hymns of joy and praise, the gladsome voice of one that keeps 
a feast’’ (Ps. 41, freely rendered). Mis soul is distracted with 
grief because he is far from his Father’s house, the house of litur 
gical prayer for all God’s people. Besides, he is forced to live 
among those who give themselves to the loathsome and degrading 
rites of heathenism— in exile, and that because of a malignant 
and deceitful foe. ““Take my part, O God,” he cries, ‘“‘and count 
me not with the unholy people among whom I live; from the 
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man of treachery and malice do Thou deliver me. For Thou, 
O God, art my support; hast Thou indeed forsaken me, that I 
should go about in sorrow whilst the enemy, afflicts me? O send 
forth Thy light, extend Thy help (even unto the place of my 
exile); that they may lead me (as ministering Angels led Lot 
out of Sodom), and bring me at length to Thy holy Mount, 
to the House where Thou dwellest. And I will enter and go 
to the altar of God; to God my soul’s abounding joy. And | 
will praise Thee with holy song, O God, my God! Why art 
Thou sad, O my soul, and disquieted within me? Put thy 
trust in God, for I will praise Him forever, my soul’s Salvation, 
my only God” (Ps. 42, a paraphrase). 

Now; what is the theme of this plaint of the homesick soul? 
It is that the worship of God, as the only means of union with 
Him, is the dearest privilege of human life, and that liturgical 
worship is the supreme exercise of this most glorious of human 
powers. When that is taken away, one is almost like a lost soul; 
‘“‘without God in this world’, as the inspired Apostle wrote. 
There is a hunger deep down in our nature which nothing but 
the solemn worship of God will ever appease. 

For all that, no one is altogether immune from the mis- 
leading influence of the ‘“‘mundanae varietates’’, the ups and downs 
of life, ‘‘the cares and pleasures of this life, and the lust after 
other things’. Frightened or beguiled, we may let ourselves im- 
agine that we shall lose something we ought to have if we give 
ourselves wholeheartedly to the service of God: so too our first 
parents thought. “Then worship becomes at best a hard piece of 
spiritual toil and temporal forfeiture, the placating of One who 
might use His endless power to torture us, if we should fail to 
do His bidding. Or again one might admit the foolish thought 
that our homage to God is something that is to His advantage, 
something He needs, something that puts Him in our debt. And 
are there not pious souls who find the prescribed worship of God. 
the preference of holy Church for all, ‘‘a terrible distraction”, 
which interferes with the integrity of their own devotional spe- 
cialties, with their worship of God in their own way as apart 
from the way of His unerring Spouse, the Church? I met one 
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not long since, who condemned congregational responses as a ter- 
rible distraction. These responses are part of the Mass itself. 
So the Mass becomes an obstacle to devotion; the wood is in- 
visible because of the trees. God is indeed ‘‘my God’’, but He 
is also “‘our Father’’, and it is in the spirit formed in us by using 
the latter title that our Lord especially desires us to call upon 
Him. In coming to God we have to consider carefully which is 
the better way, to aim at pleasing Him or to aim first of all at 
pleasing ourselves. 

Whatever fallacy may have led us astray, we can come to 
God only by walking in the light of the truth that He has no 
need of us. To serve Him in the way of His choice is a privilege 
beyond all reckoning, an advantage we could never earn. We 
have to be keenly conscious of that to take part as we should 
in the holy Sacrifice, religion’s highest and holiest act. Of this 
Saint Irenaeus (d. 202) wrote: “‘Now we make offering to Him, 
not as though He stood in need of it, but as rendering thanks 
to His majesty, and thus sanctifying what has been created; for 
as surely as God does not need our possessions, just so surely do 
we need to offer something to God. For God, who stands in 
need of nothing, takes our good works to Himself for this pur- 
pose, that He may grant us a recompense of His own good things. 
Thus it is also His will that we should offer a gift at the Altar, 
frequently and without intermission.”’ 

To worship God is life’s most precious blessing; to seek 
Him is our greatest need; to find Him, the one advantage that 
will set our hearts at rest. ‘My very bones cry out: who is like 
to Thee, O Lord’ (Ps. 34). We all know well the words of 
Saint Augustine: ‘Thou hast made us for Thyself, O Lord, 
and our heart is ever restless until it rests in Thee.’’ Now where 
can He be found for whom the soul is longing? What is the 
word of our psalm? ‘I will go to the altar of God, to God who 
giveth joy to my youth.’ Only at the Altar, only by entering 
into His own great act of sacrifice, only thus shall I find ‘the 
God of my heart, my portion forever’ (Ps. 72). 

It is not fanciful, then, to see in Psalm 42, written as it 
was, placed as it is now, a call to active participation in the offer- 
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ing of the Mass. What else can be its message to us? The early 
Christians sang it as they sought union with Christ our Lord in 
sacrificial communion for the first time. The Apostolic see has 
definitely established it as first of the Mass prayers. Thus it 
begins our positive co-operation in the divine process of the 
soul’s transfiguration—Offertory, Consecration, and Communion. 
To what can its tnspired and inspiring words refer, if not to the 
great Mystery, to whose accomplishment it leads the way? 

We can not come to peace and perfection apart from God, 
and we can come to God only in and through the “‘sacrosancta 
commercia’’, the sacred give-and-take of divine love, which was 
initiated in its fullness by our Lord’s Passion and is perpetuated 
in the Mass. ‘“Whenever this commemorative Sacrifice is cele- 
brated, the work of our redemption is brought into effect’’ (Se- 
creta, 9th Sun. after Pentecost). With all our heart and soul 
and strength, then, in prayer and sacrifice, let us go to the altar 
of God, to God who alone is, and will ever be, the joy of our 
youth, the soul’s unfailing youth, which is life everlasting in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 


RICHARD E. POWER. 
Springfield, Mass. 
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ALL SOULS’ DAY 


HE Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed!— 
in which our loving mother, holy Church, having 
; i endeavored to extol with due praises her children 
already rejoicing in heaven, now strives to assist, 
by earnest supplications to Christ her Lord and 
Spouse, those who still suffer in the pains of purgatory, that 
they may speedily attain unto fellowship with the heavenly 
citizens!”’ 
Thus the Church announces in the Roman Martyrology on 
All Souls’ Day before giving out the saints’ feasts for the fol- 
lowing day. It is a herald’s proclamation giving utterance to 
the social spirit of the liturgy. For holy Mother Church is con- 
cerned for her children not only during their lifetime. She re- 
joices with those of her children who are already in heaven, and 
she suffers with those still lingering in purgatory. On this day 
she redoubles her prayers and supplications in behalf of the latter 
and implores “‘the King, to whom all things live’, to admit 
them soon to the beatific vision, to mansions of eternal rest and 
light perpetual: ‘““Thou who didst raise Lazarus fetid from the 
grave: Thou, O Lord, give them rest, and a place of pardon” 
(Second response of Matins). 


The Church is the mystical Christ living throughout the 
centuries. By Baptism man becomes a living and active mem- 
ber of the mystic body of Christ. Man remains a living member 
of this body as long as he possesses divine life in himself. Even 
after his earthly death he does not cease to be a member of 
this body. But in order to be a transfigured member and be 
admitted to the beatific vision after death, it is necessary that 
he appear before the Bridegroom in the wedding garment of bap- 
tismal innocence and with pure oil in his lamp. The slightest 
stain on this garment or the least sputter in the lamp will post- 
pone his entrance to the place ‘‘of refreshment, light and peace’’. 
He is detained in purgatory, until the last farthing is paid, until 
the cleansing fire has restored the brilliance of his garment, until 
the impurity be removed from the oil of his lamp. Only then 
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will he enter heaven to occupy “‘the place prepared for him” 
(John 14, 2); only then will the words of the Head, Christ, 
be fulfilled: ‘“‘Father, I will that where I am, they also whom 
thou hast given me, may be with me’ (John 17, 24); only 
then will the departed have completely fulfilled the exhortation 
“to put on the Lord Jesus Christ’? (Romans 13, 13). And only 
then will they see God face to face. 

In her liturgy of the dead holy Mother Church admonishes 
the militant members of the mystic Christ to give heed to the 
cries of the suffering souls: ‘‘My flesh being consumed, my bone 
has cleaved to my skin, and there are left only lips about my 
teeth. Have mercy on me, have mercy on me, at least you my 
friends, because the hand of the Lord has touched me’’ (Second 
lesson of the Office of the Dead). It is our sacred duty to help 
our suffering brethren. St. Augustine in the second nocturn of 
the Office of the Dead speaks to the point: “‘Anxiety about funer- 
al, or place of burial, or funeral pomp, is rather a solace to the 
living than a help to the dead. Nor yet should dead bodies be 
treated with contempt and loathing, especially the bodies of the 
good and just, which the Spirit has used and sanctified as organs 
and channels for all holy works...... Do not let us suppose 
that we can reach the dead, to whom we show our service, except 
by offering for them the sacrifices of the altar, of prayers, and 
aimsgiving; which indeed may not profit all those for whom they 
are offered, but those alone, who whilst Tiving, earned the pos- 
sibility of this help.” 

The Church in her Requiem masses thinks of her departed 
members. In the lamenting and pleading accents of her prayers, 
and in the earnest and touching melody of the chants, she pictures 
the soul as standing in need of clemency, praying, beseeching, 
repenting, clinging to the sufferings of the Redeemer, and relying 
on the assistance of friends in heaven and on earth. In her funeral 
ceremonies she confidently anticipates the efficacy of her powerful 
prayer and sacrifice and sees the soul entering the heavenly para- 
dise.* 


1 Cf., The Funeral Mass and Burial Service for Adults. The Liturgical Press. 
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ALL SOULS’ DAY 


The one concern of the Church for the departed is the “‘re- 
moval to a place of refreshment, light and peace’. Her never- 
ending petition is for eternal light and eternal rest. Both are 
based on the infinite mercy of God. Eternal rest! Life on earth 
knows no rest; it is a warfare: trials, sufferings, sickness, dangers, 
misery and death are the lot of man. And at all times man’s 
heart is uneasy until it rests in God. ‘Eternal rest give to them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. A hymn, O 
God, becometh Thee in Sion; and a vow shall be paid to Thee 
in Jerusalem; hear my prayer: all flesh shall come to Thee’ (In- 


troit). ‘‘All flesh shall come to Thee’’—therefore, ‘‘weep but a 
little for the dead, for he is at rest’’ (Eccli. 22, 11). ‘‘And let 
the perpetual light shine upon them’’! Heaven, the abode of all 


the just, is the kingdom of light: ‘God is light’’ (1 John 1, 5). 
In Baptism man received the light, but it is only in heaven, the 
abode of the eternal light that man is most intimately united 
with the true Light. 

In order that the holy souls longing for union with the 
divine Light be the sooner admitted to the place of eternal rést, 
the Church, appreciating the efficacy of holy sacrifices, especially 
of the sacrifice of the Mass, permits every priest to say three holy 
Masses on All Souls’ Day. It is not surprising that the Church, 
to the same end, has dedicated the entire month of November 
to the Poor Souls. In her liturgy she is most tender and loving. 
The Requiem masses and the Office of the Dead lead us from 
the death-bed to the grave; we behold the soul trembling now at 
the particular judgment, now in the general judgment; we hear 
the cries of the suffering in purgatory and with the suffering 
souls we hopefully look into the open heaven: “All that my 
Father gives me shall come to me; and him that comes to me 
I will not cast out’’ (Antiphon of Magnificat, Office of the 
Dead). 

A most direct petition that the departed be admitted into 
the mansions of glory, the country of light and peace, that they 
may partake of everlasting bliss, is found in every Collect of 
the Requiem Masses. ‘“‘Incline Thine ear, O Lord, to our prayers, 
in which we humbly entreat Thy mercy; bring to the country 
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of peace and light the soul of Thy servant N., which Thou hast 
summoned to go forth from this world, and bid him to be 
numbered with Thy saints’’ (For a man deceased). Similar 
petitions are contained in the secrets and postcommunions. Like- 
wise is the special purpose of the Mass expressed: ‘‘Receive, we 
beseech Thee, O Lord, for the soul of Thy servant Bishop N., 
the sacrifice we offer up. In this world Thou didst raise him 
to the episcopal rank: bid him now to enter into the company 
of Thy saints’ (Secret for a deceased bishop). ‘‘Grant, we be- 
seech Thee, almighty and merciful God, that the souls of our 
brethren, relations and benefactors for whom we offer up to Thy 
majesty this sacrifice of praise, may by virtue of this sacrament 
be cleansed from all sin and by Thy mercy receive the happiness 
of eternal light’’ (Postcommunion for deceased brethren, rela- 
tions and benefactors). God's mercy is constantly invoked for 
the dear departed, for God’s mercy spares all (Wisdom 11, 27). 
The Church prays for mitigation of punishment, for union with 
the blessed in the home of paradise and participation in the un- 
alloyed joys of the latter. 

What a world of comfort do not the various epistles ex- 


es at for if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them who have slept through Jesus, will God bring with 
ae For the Lord Hiniself shall come down from heaven, 


with commandment and with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God; and the dead who are in Christ shall rise 
first’’ (Burial Mass). The Church places all her hope in Christ 
the risen Savior. In the Gospels Christ Himself, the eternal 
Truth, gives us the assurance that He, the Son of the liv- 
ing God, who came into the world, is the resurrection and the 
life: “‘I am the resurrection and the life.’ Do not these words 
of Christ resound as a joyful song of victory? Faith in Him 
is the pledge of future glory. ‘He that believeth in Me, although 
he be dead, shall live: and everyone that liveth and believeth in 
Me shall not die for ever’’ (Gospel, Burial Mass). 

Who has not been moved by the simple words of the mag- 
nificent sequence! ‘The truth of the last judgment expressed in 
the Dies irae stirs every heart: “And the dead were judged by 
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those things which were written on the books, according to their 
works’ (Apoc. 20, 12). He who reads and ponders the words 
feels that the day of judgment has arrived; he sees the dead rise 
from their tombs; he sees the judge approach; he hears a com- 
motion from pole to pole as the world assembles for the judg- 
ment; he sees and hears the majestic Judge and he hears the lamen- 
tations of the damned and the joyful canticle of the elect. 


“The day of wrath, that dreadful day, 
Shall all the world in ashes lay, 
As David and the Sibyl say. 


The written book shall be outspread, 
And all that it contains be read, 
To try the living and the dead. 


Remember, Jesus Lord, I pray, 
For me thou walked’st on life’s way, 
Confound me not on that last day. 


Spare me, thou mighty God on high! 
Ah, gentle Jesu, Savior blest, 
Grant to them all eternal rest.”’ 

Equally impressive are the simple, pleading accents of the 
chanted preface: “In whom the hope of a blessed resurrection 
hath shone upon us; that those whom the certainty of dying 
afflicteth, the promise of future immortality may console. For 
unto Thy faithful, O Lord, life is changed, not taken away; and 
the abode of this earthly sojourn being dissolved, an eternal 
dwelling is prepared in heaven.’’ What consolation is not con- 
tained in these words for the Christian believer! Peacefully he 
yields his soul into the hands of his Maker, knowing that from 
the ruins of his earthly house, a heavenly dwelling will be pre- 
pared. ‘“‘For we know, if our earthly house of this habitation 
is dissolved, that we have a building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in heaven’’ (2 Cor. 5, 1). Most beautiful 
are the words of St. Augustine, so applicable in a funeral Mass 
with the body present: ‘““The body is present, but life is gone; 
the dwelling lies there, but the inmate has gone.” 

What a depth of meaning, what consolation, has not the 
Church concealed in few words and simple ceremonies! The 
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crucifix carried at the head of the processions is an admonition 
that Jesus is the Way and the Truth and the Life (John 14, 6). 
and that death was vanquished by the death of Jesus on the cross 
(1 Cor. 15, 54-58). Holy water and incense, become efficacious 
sacramentals through the prayer and blessing of the Church, are 
repeatedly employed, because the souls of the departed benefit by 
their application, and because the bodies of the departed were 
temples of the Holy Ghost that will be rebuilt at the final resur- 
rection. As the clouds of incense ascend, so our prayers should 
ascend to the throne of God to plead for mercy and eternal rest. 
Blessed, lighted wax candles on both sides of the catafalque sig- 
nify the eternal light which the Church implores for the departed. 
The simple but impressive ceremonies of the last absolution recall 
the last day when the dead shall rise and be hailed before the 
just Judge. It is a terrible thing to fall into His hands! But 
Christ has been offered for the departed in holy Mass and the 
Church is confident that the acceptable Gift will appease the 
Father and open paradise for the pleading soul: ‘“‘May the mar- 
tyrs receive thee at thy coming, and lead thee into the holy city 
of Jerusalem.’ 

In the prayers and psalms, in the ceremonies and chants, 
the Church, our loving Mother, thinks only of the departed. 
Even in the Canon of the Mass she is mindful of them: “Be 
mindful also, O Lord, of Thy servants and handmaids, NN, who 
have gone before us with the sign of faith and sleep the sleep of 
peace.”” And sleep the sleep of peace!—May they rest in peace! 
“this peace is the sum total of all happiness and blessing. Peace 
is the fragrant flower of eternity, and its odor of sweetness is 
unknown to the world. What greater happiness can survivors 
wish the departed, survivors who are living in a world that knows 


no peace? ‘True peace is with God, is in God. ‘In peace in the 
selfsame: I will sleep and I will rest’’ (Ps. 4, 9). 
“Have pity on me!’ How the cry penetrates our very 


being. ‘““Woe is me, O Lord, that my abode is prolonged,’’ the 
Church prays in the name of her departed children (Second Anti- 
phon of Vespers). It is not only an exhortation to come to the 
assistance of our suffering brethren; it is a warning to ‘‘man born 
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cf a woman, living a short time, filled with many miseries, who 
as a flower comes forth, and is destroyed, and flies away as a 
shadow and never abides in the same state’’ (Fifth lesson of the 
Office of the Dead). The eyes of men must be lifted to the 
mountains “‘whence my help will come’ (Ps. 120). The resolve 
of the living must be: “I will please the Lord in the land of 
the living’ (First antiphon of Vespers). Christ will in this 
case not only raise man to a life of peace on earth, but He will 
on the last day raise him to a life of glory with body and soul. 
“TI am the ressurrection and the life: he that believeth in Me, shall 
not die for ever’’ (Antiphon, Benedictus). ‘‘Christ is the end, 
for Christ was the beginning; Christ the beginning, for the end 
is Christ.” 


CUTHBERT GOEB, O. S. B. 
St. John’s Abbey. 








“In the liturgy man’s mind centers not on him- 
self, but on God. Hts eye ts raised to God. In it man 
does not educate himself, but looks up to the Glory of 
God. The meaning of the liturgy ts just this, that the 
soul ts in God’s presence, pours out her life to Him, lives 
in the holy realm of divine realities, truths, mysteries, 
and symbols, and there finds her only true life.” 

—GUARDINI. 
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HE Abbé A. Croegaert, professor of liturgy at the 
Grand Séminaire of Malines, Belgium, has recently 
made a suggestion regarding Baptism announcement 
cards* that may be of interest to the readers of 
Orate Fratres. In the following pages we shall give 
the tenor of his suggestions, prefacing them by some general com- 
ments of our own. 

In a previous article on “Baptismal Consciousness’’,” we had 
occasion to quote the following from a student of the spirit of 
the primitive Christians: ‘In primitive Christianity Baptism oc- 
cupied a much more central position in the religious life than 
today. Then to be a Chrstian meant nothing else than to desire 
to be wholly what a person had become in Baptism.’’ Baptism 
was consciously for the early Christians a living reality in their 
souls that was to continue and to grow throughout their lives— 
something of which we are hardly always so conscious in our 
own day. Yet, Baptism being on our part an actual entrance 
upon participation in the redemption of Christ, can there be any- 
thing more wonderful, more sublime for us? Many of us in 
our daily religious lives stress the truths of natural reason and 
theology: our creation by God, the homage and obedience rational 
creatures owe Him, etc. It is well that we do so. But we must 





also go much farther and give greater stress to that which is still 
more wonderful. In the prayer Deus qui recited during the pour- 
ing of water into the chalice of wine at the Offertory the priest 
says: “‘O God, who hast established the nature of man in won- 
drous dignity, and hast still more admirably restored it .. .,”’ i. e., 
by the Redemption. Why “‘still more admirably’’? In the Exultet, 
the sublime hymn of blessing of the Easter Candle on Holy Satur- 
day, the priest sings out: “For it availed us nothing to be born, 
unless it had availed us to be redeemed. O how admirable is thy 
goodness towards us! O how inestimable is thy love!’’ The 
Redemption is the new and higher restoration of man by the 


1 La Vie Liturgique, April 8, 1928, pp. 12-15; Bulletin Paroissial Liturgique, 
June 3, 1928, pp. 208-211. 
2 


See, Orate Fratres, vol. I, pp. 309ff. 
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Love of God after the first designs of this love had been frustrated 
by sin. It is thus a thing still more wonderful, more expressive 
of God’s love, than is our creation. 

For us personally the relation of the creation to the Redemp- 
tion is echoed in the relation of our natural birth to our Bap- 
tism. The latter is a new birth for us, infinitely more sublime 
than the first, a supernatural birth in Christ, in God. In the 
enactment of His Redemption Christ purchased us all “by a 
great price’. Hence even at birth, nay from all eternity, we be- 
long in a special way to Christ. But that will avail us nothing 
unless Christ takes actual possession of us, just as purchasing a 
block of marble is of no consequence to the marble unless the 
sculptor also brings it into his shop and sets to work on it. It 
is in Baptism that Christ takes actual possession of us. There 
we are united in a special, a most real way with Christ; His 
Spirit enters into our very being in a particular way. After 
Baptism God is present in us, or we in Him, in a way and in 
a degree both different from and vastly superior to the universal 
presence of God throughout creation. 

In the first action of the ministering priest at Baptism, after 
the preliminary questions and answers, he says: ‘Depart from 
him [the candidate], thou unclean spirit, and give place to the 
Holy Ghost the paraclete.’” When the candidate is led into the 
Church, the dwelling place of God, after the preparatory prayers 
and exorcisms, the priest places the end of the stole upon the 
child as a sign that the Church, i. e., Christ, is about to take 
possession of the candidate, and says: ‘“‘N, enter into the temple 
of God, that thou mayest have part with Christ unto life ever- 
lasting.’’ It is something that is to be for always, and increas- 
ingly so. Another prayer of the priest ends: “‘May he [the can- 
didate] serve Thee gladly in Thy Church, advancing in perfec- 
tion from day to day: Through the same Christ our Lord.’’ Bap- 
tism is indeed for us an entrance upon ‘‘a new life by water and 
the Holy Ghost’’. Penetrated by the Spirit of Christ, we are 


1 For these various quotations see the excellent English text of the rite of 
Baptism (with Latin text and explanations): The Gift of Life, POPULAR LITUR- 
GICAL LIBRARY, Series II, No. 3. The Liturgical Press. 
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destined henceforth to live a new and higher life; henceforth we 
are to live in Christ and Christ in us. Baptism thus makes an 
infinite difference in us, and one that will remain eternally. There 
in lies the indellible mark or character of the sacrament. 

Viewing this vast difference between the natural birth of 
the Christian and his supernatural birth, and the transcendence of 
the latter over the former, comments the Abbé Croegaert, must 
we not consider it strange that so many Christian parents think 
only of announcing the natural birth of a child to friends and 
relatives? ‘“‘Mr. and Mrs. N. N... . have the pleasure of an- 
nouncing the happy birth of a son . !’ The very pagans 
have done as much! With some parents, indeed, the Christian 
sense has been awakening, and they add: “. .. who in Baptism 
has received the name N.”’ Still the emphasis is on the natural 
birth. While it is a step ahead, it does not go far enough. “‘We 
believe Christian parents will not be truly logical until all the 
emphasis of their happy announcement is put on the fact of the 
Baptism.” It is not Baptism that should be used as the occasion 
for announcing the birth; it is the birth that becomes the occasion 
for announcing the Baptism. ‘‘For Baptism is the gateway to 
the Christian religion and to eternal life, as the Ritual says, and 
should therefore be announced in a truly religious spirit.” 

For this reason the custom of distributing announcement 
cards of the natural birth should give way to the practice of 
sending out souvenir cards of the Baptism of the child. Secular 
cards are usually thrown away quite immediately, or at some 
later day when a general ‘‘clean-up’’ takes place. Religious cards, 
on the other hand, have an eternal appeal, and are carefully pre- 
served or put in a conspicuous place by the religious soul. In 
one case where the suggestion of Abbé Croegaert had been put 
into practice by an enterprising family, the demand for the cards 
Was so great that a second printing of them was necessary! 

Liturgical or religious possibilities in the designing of sou- 
venir Baptism cards are unlimited. The chief design can be any 
of the classical pictures of the Nativity or the Incarnation, the 
Baptism of Christ or His Resurrection; pictures of St. John the 
Baptist, or the patron saint of the newly baptized child; other 
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more symbolical representations of Christian tradition, as, e. g., 
the stag drinking at the source of the living waters, the fish jump- 
ing up to drink of the downpouring stream of water, etc.,— 
anything representative of any true conception of our life in Christ. 
Or again, the picture could represent any part of the performance 
of the Baptismal rite: anointing, imposition of hands, laying on 
of end of stole, Baptism itself, handing of candle, or of white 
garment, dismissal. 

On the other side of the card would come the announce- 
ment of the Baptism, with name and date, etc. There would 
still be ample space for the insertion of various relevant texts. 
These could be taken from the rite itself, from the Gospels, the 
Letters of St. Paul, the Church Fathers, e. a.,—all bearing in 
some way on Baptism, on its effects, the sublimity and dignity 
of the newly baptized Christian, etc. What a revelation would 
not such a card be to many; especially if worked out, as it should 
be, with the proper religious-artistic feeling, and not in the stock- 
in-trade manner that mars so much of our religious ‘goods’! 

“If we are accustomed to perpetuate the memory of our 
First Communion or our Solemn Communion by a souvenir 
card,”’ says the Abbé, ‘“‘or of our Confirmation, our ordination 
to the priesthood, or the pious death of our dear departed—let 
us be consistent and do the same for Baptism, without which 
there would be neither Christian life mor sacramental graces 
for us!” 

VIRGIL MICHEL, O. S. B. 

St. John’s Abbey. 


—_— 
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The Apostolate 


“That Christ be formed in all’’ — Pius X 





WITH OuR_ A second time Orate Fratres is completing a year 
READERS of apostolic labors. The ecclesiastical year about 

to close having fifty-three weeks, instead of the 
usual fifty-two, five weeks will elapse before the appearance of 
the first issue of volume III. This will give those of our readers 
whose subscriptions expire with the present issue, all the more 
opportunity to renew for volume III before renewal notices are 
sent out. As mentioned in the previous issue, their doing so 
will save us much office work, for which we shall be very thank- 
ful to them. ninabeeunainbaeie 

Our readers may be interested to know of the progress Orate 
Fratres and the Liturgical Apostolate have made in the past year. 
Our liturgical review now has subscribers in all but four states 
(Georgia, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming) of the Union, as also in 
Alaska, the Canal Zone, the District of Columbia, the Philip- 
pine Islands, and the Virgin Islands. Beyond our own country, 
Orate Fratres goes regularly to Australia, Austria, Bahama Islands, 
Belgium, Bermuda, Brazil, British Honduras, Canada, China, 
England, France, Germany, Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, New 
Zealand, Portugal, South Africa, Scotland, Spain, Sweden, Wales, 
and West Indies Of these countries only four are reached solely 
by the exchange route. 

There has been a great increase this year in the purchase of 
books and pamphlets of the Popular Liturgical Library, notably 
also through the instrumentality of our foreign agents. As to 
editorial mentions and descriptions of aspects of the liturgical 
revival in the past year, their number is now legion, and any 
enumerating of them is entirely out of the question. It would 
in fact be of no special use to do so, except in contrast with the 
very few similar notices on the liturgy that appeared in earlier 
years. In the past year, the various reviews devoted to the in- 
terests of priests (The Acolyte, The Ecclesiastical Review, The 
Homiletic and Pastoral Review, Emmanuel) have carried articles 
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on the part the liturgy should play in our life. This marks a 
not inconsiderable advance in the cause, as at least two of those 
mentioned had heretofore said no word on the liturgical movement. 

All of this is an augury of great future good. Our fellow 
editor, the Reverend, Gerald Ellard, S. J., has well said in a let- 
ter from distant Austria: “It seems to me that almost every 
American magazine or paper that I've seen lately betrays conscious 
or unconscious realization of the liturgical springtime. What a 
truly glorious Catholicism we may hope for if it strikes deep 
roots by the running streams of Eternal Truth!” 


Because of the general growth of interest in things liturgical, 
the Editors of Orate Fratres have at times discussed the question 
of increasing its pages to 48 and issuing the review once a month 
instead of the present thirteen issues of 32 pages per year. There 
is no dearth of material for an enlarged review, and there are 
various aspects of the wide subject of the liturgical life that we 
have hardly touched upon, none that we have more than grazed. 
But after considering all things, we‘ judged it best to continue in 
our present form another year, before launching out, farther. 

For the coming year, articles will continue to stress the 
Liturgy of the Season, and the Sacrifice of the Mass in particular. 
There will also be a continuation of the articles on Church Music 
by Dom Ermin Vitry, while Father Ellard will present a series 
of pictures of liturgical life in Europe. Added emphasis will 
henceforth be laid on the use of the liturgy as a means of reli- 
gious instruction; and, if possible for this year, there will be 
some articles dealing more directly with “‘Liturgy and the Spiri- 
tual Life.’’ One or two articles may deal with the external and 
artistic aspects of liturgical worship, although further treatment 
of these may have to wait until our review is enlarged. So far 
it has been our policy, as our readers well know, to stress the 
inner soul of the liturgy almost exclusively. Not that we con- 
sider the external aspect unimportant. It were most unliturgical 
to do so. Only the extreme necessity of selecting the most essen- 
tial (for our conditions) out of the wealth of possible treatments 
has caused our keeping the externals, quite in the background. 
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In looking forward to another year of labors in the apostle- 
ship of the Church’s public worship, the Editors frankly solicit 
the fullest co-operation of all readers in the spread of the good 
work we all, clergy, religious, and lay folk, have at heart. Like 
the spread of early Christianity the renewal of the “‘true Christian 
Spirit’’ is one whose first contacts are very frequently made by 
the lay apostle. Zeal and good will in the common cause have 
enabled also our lay readers to do a great deal, for the spread of 
the Apostolate in the past. The further spread of it in the 
future, as far as human means go, also greatly depends on their 
efforts. A good word judiciously spoken may be like the mustard 
seed of the Gospel that grows into a mighty tree! 





Oo 


LIFE WITH The following sketch of a young lady’s daily 
THE CHURCH spiritual life, communicated to a recent number of 

Bibel und Liturgie, cannot but interest many of 
our readers. Even where we can not imitate, we can admire and 
can get a glimpse of possibilities that might otherwise remain a 
sealed book to us: 


Owing to the connection of Mass and divine Office with the 
Church year, every day is a little feast for me. In the evening 
when the sun has gone down, I commence my liturgical day with 
Vespers. The silent rythm of dusky evening hours has a power 
of disposing me towards recollection, towards a Sursum Corda. 
The Magnificat antiphon and the oration of Vespers determine 
the thoughts which. are to be the keynote of my life during the 
day following. 

Late in the evening I manage to slip in another quarter hour 
for the recitation of Compline. Then, after I have accused my- 
self before the tribunal of justice in the Confiteor and have re- 
ceived absolution from God, I hide myself under the protecting 
wings of Mother Church for the night. 

Before retiring, my mother and I keep a liturgical holy- 
hour; the liturgical calender furnishes the motif. Since we have 
no house-altar in the living room, we fitted up a small niche in 
one corner of the room, and into this, between palms and flowers, 
we place a picture of the saint for the day. The only decoration 
is a narrow. silk ribbon indicating the liturgical color of the feast. 
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We recite Matins aloud together, all the while observing what 
is proper both in recitation and. bodily posture, for during the 
time we pray we wish to be ever conscious of our living union 
with Christ. At this solemn divine service I often think to my- 
self that we two worshipers form with the militant Church on 
earth one side of the choir, whilst my deceased father together 
with the elect in heaven forms the other. The breviary sanctifies 
the worshiper and makes him a member of the society of the 
Church. A world wide care of souls and deep fruitful union 
with God are somehow mysteriously intertwined when we recite 
the psalms. In formal divine service the soul contemplates the 
day’s secret through its outward manifestation in the life of the 
saint for the day and in the working out of the Christian life 
through Christ in the Gospel. 


If the evening period bejinsufficient for the recitation of the 
whole of Matins, we read only the biblical lessons with the cor- 
responding responses, just as I had learned them in my bible 
studies. Thus, as a wise virgin, with a burning torch in my 
hand do I go through the night to meet Christ, and light up 
His way when He comes to us in the Mass. On awakening in 
the morning, I anticipate the outpouring of grace granted us by 
the Lord when He again comes to us in the holy Sacrifice. While 
dressing I meditate on the Introit of the day’s Mass or allow 
some passage from the reading of the foregoing day which had 
made a particular impression upon me again to reverberate in 
my soul. I imagine myself wrapped in the mystery-garment of 
the liturgical day. At six o’clock our liturgical society has daily 
convent Mass. On my way to the church I call up about me in 
spirit a long procession of the elect led by the saint whose feast 
we are commemorating. I pray Lauds out of the fulness of my 
rejoicing soul. The sun rises from the deep and flames in the 
blue of the morning sky; Christ, the glorified King, appears in 
the midst of His people in the sacrifice of the Mass. 


Young and old, each has his place in the church for the 
early morning hours. When the martyrology is read, it is as 
though a long line of heroic figures pass before our eyes, up to 
the altar and back, ever renewing with all believers the sacrifice of 
their lives in Christ. Each of us lays his works, prayers and suf- 
ferings of the previous day on the paten; each wishes to make a 
gift of himself to God in this offering that in this mystical sur- 
render he may enter into Christ, may die to self and as a deiformed 
Christ, someday arise. The common sacrificial Banquet makes 
fast our union as members of the mystical body of Christ. And 
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now, having seen the splendor of God under the veil of the 
mystery, Mother Church sends us out to our daily work accompa- 
nied with her blessing thus to continue our priestly office in the 
“‘Life-Mass”. I pray Prime as a preparation for my work, for 
my struggles, and even for my rejoicings. 

At the common breakfast table we serve one another in the 
charity of the altar. 


On my way to my business office, I chat freely and quite 
without restraint with the saints of the day, or I make an appli- 
cation’ of the sermon of the Mass to my life. Although I always 
prefer walking alone and undisturbed, and consider this practical 
meditation most valuable for my liturgical life at the beginning 
of the day’s work, I am careful, nevertheless, to cheerfully ac- 
company any acquaintences who chance to be going my way. 
Charity must be the soul of the liturgical life. 

In my solitary office I pray Tierce at nine o'clock, Sext at 
twelve, and None at two-thirty in the afternoon. I unite my- 
self to the Church and thereby take the place of my brothers and 
sisters, especially of those who have no opportunity jof observing 
the liturgical hours. Standing before my writing desk, I assume 
a respectful attitude and concentrate in these holy moments the 
glowing showers left trailing behind our Lord’s meteoric pas- 
sage of the morning in the Mass. Through the day, the divine 
Office carries me beyond life’s trivialities and obstacles; it pre- 
serves in me the living consciousness that I am God’s daughter 
and he my Father—thus am I gladdened from hour to hour. 


But if my work leaves me no time for the Office, [ live into 
the spirit of the hour by breathing a short prayer culled from the 
psalms or from the; Mass text. 


In imitation of our parish prayerbook, in which different 
commemorations of the living and dead members of our liturgical 
society are recorded and read each Sunday before the holy sacri- 
fice of the Mass, I have added a small memorandum book for 
myself: a necrology, so that at the end of each hour I may not 
forget the souls of my departed relatives and friends; a directory 
which recalls the happy feastdays in the lives of my loved! ones, 
and which incites me to works of love; and finally a record of 
the poor and sick for my duties as deaconess...... 

And then when the first evening shadows fall upon the 
dying day, and everything, although saturated with holy mystery. 
becomes calm, the hour has come in which the heart, filled to 
overflowing with Christ, gushes out her feeling in the hymn of 
thanksgiving, the Magnificat. 
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In this brief sketch I wished to tell my brothers and sisters 
what makes up the joy and happiness of my earthly life; it is 
a loving entrance in thought and deed into the bridal intercourse 
between Christ and His Church. 





° 
LITURGICAL Ursuline Sisters of Austria have put out a set of 
BRIEFS Christmas cards of original design, which are a 


happy departure from so much of the usual com- 
mercial Christmas stock. ‘The new cards are thoroughly religious 
in nature. The designs are often bold in concept, and have re- 
ceived high commendation for their: artistic value. They all 
refer to the mystery of the Nativity. Liturgical texts in English 
accompany the designs, and the usual Christmas wishes are printed 
on the inside of the folded card. Twelve cards with envelopes 
are sold for one dollar, post paid (S. M. Angela, O. S. U., 4117 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois). The Liturgical Press will 
have a small stock of the cards on hand for the accomodation of 
readers of Orate Fratres, who can thus order their cards in con- 
junction with other correspondence with the Press Office. 


At the National Convention of the Catholic Central Verein 
of America (the seventy-second in its history) and the Catholic 
Women’s Union, held at St. Cloud, Minn., August 24th to 29th 
the liturgy of the'Church received its due recognition. Pontifical 
High Mass was offered by His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Pietro Fumasoni-Biondi, Papal Delegate to the United States, on 
Sunday, August 26; and in the sermon the Right Reverend Joseph 
F. Busch, Bishop of St. Cloud, exhorted the attending delegates 
to active participation in the sacrificial action offered by the Most 
Reverend Celebrant, in accordance with the meaning of the offered 
gifts and the mingling of the wine and water as representative of 
the union of the people with Christ in the Sacrifice On Monday 
evening, Aug. 27, Dom Virgil Michel addressed a joint meeting 
of the men and women delegates on ““The Liturgical Movement 
and the Catholic Women”’. 


In July the Reverend Richard E. Power gave a series of 
lectures on the liturgy to the members of Immaculate Heart Com- 
munity of Monroe, Michigan, about 650 in number. As was 
to be expected, the treatment of the subject, and of liturgical par- 
ticipation, was almost exclusively devotional, in the spirit of 
Pius X and the growing liturgical movement of our own day. 
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The Catholic Truth Society of Ireland has printed a series 
of pamphlets on the Church: Its Government; Its Marks; The 
Church Indispensable; The Church Unconquerable; The Church 
Supreme and Independent. Other pamphlets treat of Transub- 
stantiation, Confirmation, etc. The pamphlet movement is ap- 
parently making the same strides in Ireland as it has achieved in 
recent years in Catholic England. 


The Minneapolis College of Music is now offering courses 
in liturgical music: Gregorian chant, organ lessons, and choir 
directing. The Minneapolis College, fully accredited with the 
Minnesota State Board of Education, e. a., has been gaining pro- 
minence in recent years and is wide awake. Its circular announc- 
ing the new courses mentions the growing interest ‘in the field 
of musical tradition’. Dom Ermin Vitry, organizer and director 
of the St. Cloud Music Institute and member of the staff of 
Orate Fratres, has been added to the faculty of the Minneapolis 
College. His training and experience of many years in Belgium 
is an added guarantee for the excellency of the courses to be given 
at the College. Application or requests for information should be 
addressed directly to the Minneapolis College of Music, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


On Rosary Sunday last year a liturgical day was held at 
Geneva. “It is four centuries since Geneva witnessed such an 
event, four centuries since the citadel of Calvinism has heard the 
divine Office rendered as it should be rendered every day.’” The 
success was due to the enthusiasm of the organist of the church 
of the Holy Cross, M. Carraz. Prime was chanted at 7:15 a. m., 
followed at ten o'clock by Tierce, pontifical high Mass, and Sext 
—all in full Gregorian chant; and by None and Vespers at 4:30, 
and Compline at 8:30 in the evening. At the Mass the Abbé 
Journet, professor in the major seminary of Fribourg, preached 
on the beauty of the liturgy and its chant, and after Compline the 
Abbot of Hautecombe (France), who had pontificated in the 
"ig gave a conference on, the Church’s prayer (Bulletin par. 
ae 


In recent issues of Orate Fratres (pp. 156, 188) liturgical 
instructions were stressed, and in connection with this subject the 
name of Dr. Tippmann was mentioned. Dr. Tippmann, to- 
gether with some other scholars has contributed a number of 
pamphlets to Schoeningh’s Sammlung Kirchengeschichtlicher Quel- 
len und Darstellungen. The editors of these brochures stress the 
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study of the liturgy in religion classes. Young and curious minds 
demand concrete material; the rote method of cathechism is too 
abstract for them. With this in mind the above editors produced 
a series of pamphlets on holy Mass, on the Sacraments and Sacra- 
mentals, and on the Ecclesiastical Year, and several on matters of 
Church History. The text of the liturgical booklets is accompa- 
nied by appropriate explanations. They are practical booklets 
and will without a doubt arouse the interest of children. In the 
hands of a teacher of religion, himself aflame with the subject, 
they should serve to incite the hearts of the little ones with a love 
for their religion and their public worship that will ever grow 
as they advance in years. 


An “Interdiocesan Committee for Liturgical and Parochial 
Action’’ exists in Belgium. Its program states: ‘““The normal 
center for liturgical action is the parish. It is necessary to restore 
a Christianity based on a common liturgy. There must be work 
(activity, action), very exact and practical work, done on the 
masses of the people, become ignorant of Christ and unfaithful 
to their Church. For children there must be a liturgical educa- 
tion; for youths, a liturgical activity in all the modes of Catholic 
action; for the faithful as a whole, intelligent and active parti- 
cipation in the liturgical life. The august sacrifice of the Mass 
must be the center of all liturgical action. To get the people 
to understand that the best means of honoring God and sanctify- 
ing souls is. the divine liturgy of the Sacrifice; to lead them to 
a most intimate participation in the Mass; to obtain their active 
collaboration towards rendering the ceremonies and chants worthy, 
and the altar and its accessories, temple and decorations, beautiful 
—this it is that will nourish their piety, render them strong in 
their faith, better their lives.’-—-The Committee was founded at 
a national council held at Malines in 1920, was approved by the 
Holy See in 1922, and promulgated by all the bishops in 1923. 
For a better application of and permanent adherence to its liturgi- 
cal ordinances, the bishops of Belgium in 1928 selected fourteen 
diocesan priests and fourteen religious, grouped into French and 
Flemish sections, who are to meet regularly for a better unification 
and intensification of liturgical action throughout the sturdy lit- 
tle country. 


The saintly Pope Pius X, so concerned to have ‘‘the Christian 
spirit flourish in every respect and be preserved by all the faith- 
ful,”’ legislated not only for Church Music and Canon Law, but 
also ordered the revision of the Roman Missal and Roman Brevi- 
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ary. Revised editions of these books have been in general use 
for several years. However, it is well known that present revisions 
are only the beginning of more and greater changes. The Holy 
See is biding its time before completing so important a work. In 
the meantime scholars are investigating and studying both the 
Breviary and Missal, and committing further suggestions to writ- 
ing. Thus we have the recent Brevier-Reform—Gedanken zum 
kuenftigen Abschluss der Reform des roemischen Breviers unter 
Einschluss etwelcher Aenderungen im Missale, of Dr. Xaver 
Schmid (Raeber & Cie. Luzern, Pp. 141). The author of this 
book stresses, in the first place, a better and more intelligent ren- 
dering of the psalms—the omission of Hebraisms and Greek forms; 
also a more happy redivision of certain longer psalms of the ferial 
offices. He would abolish the intoning of antiphons on semi- 
double feasts, often a few meaningless words if taken out of their 
context, or invert the order and recite the entire antiphon before 
the psalm rather than after it. He also advocates a revision of 
the ecclesiastical calendar and a more fixed date for Easter—the 
division into four seasons of 91 days each, with the addition of 
one day to January in a normal year, and in a leap year the addi- 
tion of another day to October. His selection for the date of 
Easter (April 8-14) would have the advantage that Septuagesima 
would always occur after the feast of the Purification and that 
the Christmas and Easter cycles would not overlap. With regard 
to the ecclesiastical year, the Breviary hymns, and the Mass formu- 
laries, he adds numerous constructive suggestions; e. g., a special 
Preface for Advent, a new Gospel for the Vigil of Epiphany (since 
the present one does not prepare for the feast), e. a. 


Through the untiring efforts of Father Burke, Dean of 
University College, Dublin, the Feis Ceoil of this year, the nation- 
al tournament of Ireland, offered a Memorial Cup for the best 
performance in plain chant. ‘There were thirty choirs entered in 
this competition, a splendid tribute to the interest the Irish people 
are taking in plain song. ‘‘Plainsong is an art,’’ said a news 
item reporting Sir Richard Terry, the official judge of the compe- 
tition, ‘“‘and we must avoid sentimentality on the one hand and 
woodenness of expression on the other The winners, 
Greystones Church Choir, were remarkable, not only for the purity 
of their tone, and the freedom of their rhythm, and their verbal 
expression, but the prayerful atmosphere evident in their singing. 
The spirit of contemplation, of exaltation and supplication ac- 
cording to the demands of the text, were the features which dis- 
tinguished the choir’. 
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